
S.N.C.A.                                                                                         Volume 153                                                           October 2019 

       SURGE CURRENTS 

               Meet and Greet for Koda Keller and Clarity Malnarich  

Lot 302 



Help Protect an Old Forest in the Discovery Islands  

                         The Surge Narrows Community Association needs your help to purchase Lot 302 on Read Island 

 

As those who heard Ralph’s presentation at the SNCA AGM on September 13th know, a unique opportunity exists for 

SNCA to purchase Lot 302 on Read Island. This purchase would create a 40 acre (16 ha) Ecological Reserve protect-

ing a corridor from Surge Narrows dock to the far boundary of the existing Fish & Forest Reserve. Purchasing this 

land would prevent the area being logged and instead allow for nature trails and associated educational opportunities 

while ensuring this rare, old growth low elevation rain forest remains in its natural state. Derek and Pat D’Altroy, the 

current owners, have agreed to sell the land for $150,000 (significantly below the value of the timber on the land). At 

this point $50,000 has been generously donated by Ralph and Lannie Keller. The community is now launching fund-

raising efforts to help secure the remaining $100,000 required to complete this purchase. All donations are tax deducti-

ble.                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Combined, Lot 302 and Lot 309 provide significant pro-

tection for the headwaters of Read Island’s most 

important salmon stream.  As indicated in the 

following map, Lot 302 also connects Lot 309 

with the Strathcona Regional District’s (SRD) 

new waterfront park, the school land, and the 

John Kim Nature Sanctuary – creating an acces-

sible, contiguous protected area along the main 

road near the community centre.  

 

This is a rare opportunity to purchase and pro-

tect valuable and environmentally precious for-

est land. This purchase will protect the wetland 

and water quality for Bird Cove and White Rock 

creeks which provide habitat for Coho and 

Chum. It will protect biodiversity and insulate 

the community from intensively managed forest 

land visible beyond Lot 302. It will provide an 

opportunity for educators to develop a field 

classroom for the study of forest biology. Fur-

thermore, the development of an old growth 

nature interpretative trail system from the Surge 

Dock through Lot 302 to the salmon stream in 

Lot 309 will provide opportunities for visitors 

to Surge Dock to explore and appreciate the 

natural environment of Read Island. 
 

SNCA is a registered charity that can provide 

tax receipts for donations to this purchase. 

Community members are approaching govern-

ment for funding assistance and researching a 

number of grant possibilities. With the help of 

our many friends here and around the world, 

this purchase is an exciting and achievable op-

portunity to preserve a Read Island forest for 

ecological, economic and social benefits.  We 

have until December 31st, 2020 to raise the 

funds. 

            A grove of old cedars on Lot 302 



Frequently Asked Questions 

Who will own the property? 

The ownership details have not been finalized by SNCA. The ownership structure will ensure the land is protected 

and available for public use. 

What development will happen on the property? 

The purpose of acquiring this property is to maintain the forest in its natural state and in so doing ensure a protect-

ed corridor from Surge dock to Lot 309. The focus will be preservation and education. Thus, the only planned 

development is the construction of environmentally sensitive trails that will guide locals, student groups and 

Read Island visitors. In some places board walks may have to be constructed in order to protect the forest 

floor. Furthermore, a simple shelter and/or outhouse may be built to provide an area that allows groups to get 

out of the weather and discuss their observations. Perhaps at this shelter there will be information that will help 

them understand and appreciate the environment they are in. 

Will the Regional District provide any money? 

Our hope is the Strathcona Regional District will find some funds to support this purchase. However, given the 

recent acquisition of the waterfront area at Surge, funds may be somewhat limited. If, as a community, we can 

raise sufficient money there will be no need to rely on funding from the Regional District. 

What happens if not enough money is raised by December 2020? 

Ralph and Lannie Keller, who have already donated $50,000, have kindly offered to provide bridge financing 

while fundraising efforts continue. 

What happens if more than $100,000 is raised? 

Our hope is that this will be the start of purchasing land on Read Island with the goal of preserving our forests. 

Any additional monies raised will be placed in an interest-bearing fund for use at a time another suitable lot 

becomes available for purchase. 
 

 How do I know how the fundraising efforts are going? 

A monthly update will be given in the Surge Currents. In addition, we hope to create a mailing list for all donors 

through which we can provide regular updates on fundraising progress. 
 

 How do I let my friends know about this? 

You can simply direct them to our Facebook page at fb.me/lot302.  Or we have a sample email request, an infor-

mation flyer and a donation form available on Google docs. They can be accessed by this link: https://

drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XSUdxyU-Lya3dv0JfkUyU9ctEKS6iX-h. Please download and send them to 

all your friends, family and visitors! Let’s spread the word. 
 
 How do I donate? 

You can donate by e-transfer, cheque or cash.  

E-transfer. Please send funds to surgenarrows@gmail.com. No password is required. Please include your name 

and email address in the message and a note that the funds are for Lot 302. Without this we have no way of 

contacting you.  

Cheques made payable to SNCA, with a note that it is for Lot 302. They can be mailed to Box 52, Surge Nar-

rows, BC, V0P1W0. 

Cash can be dropped off at the Surge Narrows Post Office in an envelope marked Lot 302 

If possible, please complete the donation form that can be found at https://drive.google.com/drive fold-

ers/1XSUdxyU-Lya3dv0JfkUyU9ctEKS6iX-h and send it to us along with your donation. This form can 

also be found on our Facebook page at our Facebook page at fb.me/lot302. The donation form will help us 

both acknowledge your donations and issue a tax receipt if required. 

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/fb.me/lot302
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When sending your donation, please let us know who should be credited/named for the donation. For example, 

should it be an individual, a couple, a family, an organization, etc.? Alternatively, please let us know if you 

would prefer your donation to be anonymous. 

SNCA is a charitable organization. Consequently, all donations can be tax deductible. To learn how donations 

affect personal taxes use this calculator from the CRA website: http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/dnrs/

svngs/clmng1b2-eng.html.  When making your donation, please let us know if you require a tax receipt and if 

so, what name you would like on the receipt. Be sure to include your email address for regular updates. 

 
 

 

How do I get more information? 

Please contact any of the Lot 302 commit-

tee: 

Ralph: coastmtn2@gmail.com 

Rosie: rosie@executiveworks.org 

Rocky: rroyko@hotmail.com  

Roberta: robertabstevenson@gmail.com  

Mike R: mikerockw@gmail.com  

Ginny: gvassal2@gmail.com  

AGING IN PLACE AND OTHER FUN THINGS 

 

For the last year and a half I’ve been on the board of the Quadra Island Health Society (QIHS).  Our primary purpose 

was to recruit, hire and support a full-time doctor to replace the irreplaceable Mary Boegel while, at the same time, 

continue operating the clinic as it was.  Dr. Steve Hughes has stepped up and it looks like he’ll be just fine.  So, I’ll 

be checking out of the board in October. We still have outer-island champions on the Board; Jeanne Stoppard, of 

course, who joins original directors Betty Doak, Gerry Hornby, Mary MacIntosh and Blake Rogers with the concerns 

of the outer island community well implanted in their minds and hearts. We’re in good hands. 

Getting a replacement doctor was never my total focus.  I was more inclined to politic for programs that would assist 

our off the grid seniors who face much greater challenges than do urban seniors. I’ve learned that our situation is not 

well understood by the powers-that-be. For most people, we are just odd and, as a consequence, the government, its 

ministries and even Quadra institutions, have had to get up to speed on who we are. “Why bother?”  Because we can 

all use a little help now and then and more so in the future. 

The current question posed by the Ministry of Health, Island Health and QIHS is: “What can you/we do to make it 

easier for seniors to age in place, i.e. stay living in their own homes?” 

That term, ‘aging in place’, is a bit odd don’t you think? Isn’t everyone doing that? Regardless, it’s currently a hot 

issue and we have a lot of seniors out here.  In fact, we have more seniors per capita than does anywhere else in the 

province. For example, out of the approximately 87 full-time residents on Read, 41 are 65 or older, a greater percent-

age than on Quadra. But only we are talking about that question in light of living off the grid.  

 Bottom line: there’s lots of talk but there isn’t much in the way of actual program support (except for Dr. Steve and 

Pat P.) coming our way.  Maybe, with some luck and politicking, a grant for home support.  The Board is working on 

that. 

 
On behalf of the Surge Narrows Community Association  

we thank you for your interest. 
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We received a donation from an anonymous individual to have a 

home support pilot project from June to September.  It was deemed 

that only a local would be able to fill this position in the islands and 

Lise was hired. She’s enjoying the work and making a difference, 

even though there’s only funding for one day a week.  If we’re suc-

cessful in getting a ‘home support designation’ there will be funding 

for one day per week year around and, so far, I’m insisting on hav-

ing two workers to work together.  We’ll see.  

But some good news is that, by dint of our own community efforts, 

we’re amongst the best community-assisted ‘cohort’ of seniors in 

BC.  According to the ‘experts’, seniors need communication, trans-

portation, socialization, simple chores done and regular professional 

care.  

When I described to UBC professors studying the issue our book 

club, yoga, market lunch Wednesdays, books-by-mail service, the 

many activities centered around the school and our generally gener-

ous and frequent neighbourly assistance, I was told, “You guys are doing all that we have determined is essential for 

aging in place!”  Of course, I sensed I was on a roll so I added that we have bi-weekly doctor visits, a home support 

worker pilot project and a bi-weekly shopping/delivery service by water taxi. 

So, aging in place for us all has been more of an attitude, a community-based ethic, a habit adopted and ingrained by 

years of living out here.  We can age in place because we have the community that the urban seniors do not have.  Ap-

parently, the number of isolated and lonely seniors living in neglect is an epidemic in the cities.  We are fortunate to 

have what we have. 

That does not mean we are 100% good.  There are times when some of us will need more help than friends or neigh-

bours can provide, especially when they are aging themselves. Coming home after a hospital stay, an illness, or even 

injury, are situations we all may be facing in the future. 

We had a wonderful response when you were asked to write in support of the QIHS. Betty Doak (Secretary, QIHS) 

took a file folder full of emails she had printed to the meeting with the Island Health staff – it was very impressive. This 

time a quick email in support of the home support program, and your wish to see it continue, would be appreciated. 

Please send your email to Betty Doak: md3590@telus.net 

Support the Surge Shopping program. Judith has this running very smoothly and, for less than the cost of gasoline to 

get into town, you can have your groceries dropped at the freight shed every other Wednesday. Please be in touch with 

Judith at judithwright-@hotmail.com 

I know, I know, nobody out here is a fool.  You may already know all this.  But . . . well, I felt I had to report in before 

I resign from the Board. 

David Cox     

mailto:md3590@telus.net
mailto:judithwright%1f@hotmail.com


                                          Current Events and Notices                                                                

                                                           Medical Clinic October

Dr. Steve will be attending the clinic on October 2nd and 30th 

NP Pat will be attending October 16  

                                 

                                            Special Notice from Dr. Steve Hughes 

 Hi Everyone, 

 I am happy to be contacted by personal email for any routine medical queries. For anything more urgent it is best to 

ring the office first but as Pat and I are alternating every 2 weeks, I thought it  might be useful to open up an extra 

channel of communication. 

Kind Regards, 

Steve Hughes    Sphughes@doctors.org.uk 

Quadra Island Medical Clinic 

Comments on Summer Tourism and P.O. Business 
 

The summer is a busy time for the Post Office with tourists providing additional business. 

Our postage sales increase 40% during June, July, August and September. 

In addition, during these months, we sell an additional $300.00 to $400.00 of local cards, crystals, earrings, pictures 

and books written by local authors. 

We now have Xpresspost flat rated boxes which don’t have additional charges for remote islands and they can be 

sent anywhere n Canada. Last week, I sent a parcel in one of these boxes to Victoria and the customer paid $14.64 

less in postage compared to the regular Xpresspost parcel. 

Donna, Postmaster Surge Narrows 

Wednesday Oct 16, 10:50 AM – just after 

Noon 

Flu shot clinic for adults - Surge MEDICAL 

CLINIC. See notice for details 

Week of October 13 (to be confirmed) Opening of Mary Anne Moss bridge and 

celebration of life, Mary Anne Moss, with 

the Moss family. 

Monday October 21 Federal Election, vote at the Bunkhouse 

October 28 – November 1 Timberline Outdoor Education Program in 

residence at the Bunkhouse. Plans include 

hosting a Hallowe’en party for the Surge 

schoolchildren on October 31st. 

November TBA Tentative next Community Planning Event 

ANYTIME! Your annual SNCA membership $10 is 

now due. Please check the last page to 

see your name included. 

MARK THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR 



BOARD SHORTS: 

(Ideally) A short update from the SNCA Board 

 October 2019 
 

Thank you to all in attendance at the AGM September 13th. One of the most exciting things hap-

pening is the community purchase of Lot 302, initiated by the generosity of Ralph of Lannie 

Keller. Look for a fundraising thermometer in every issue of the Currents. 

A note from the Treasurer – we appreciate every donation, large and small. Please 

help lighten the administration work by letting us know up-front if want a tax-

receipt, and if yes, the name the receipt should be in and how to get it to you.  

If you don’t know if a donation receipt will benefit you, remember donations can 

be claimed on your income tax return for up to 7 years; to see if they’ll help you 

use this Canada Revenue Agency calculator: http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/chrts-gvng/

dnrs/svngs/clmng1b2-eng.html 

Surge Store: the property and foreshore lease are now held by the Strathcona Region-

al District (SRD). We’re still waiting to hear on the federal grant application, we 

understand they’re slow to make a decision. 
 
Integrated Community Sustainability Planning (ICSP) : here’s a link to complete the initial individual SRD 

survey. https://srd.ca/projects/icsp. If you have concerns or suggestions, Jim Abram asks you email: kjohn-

son@dillon.ca (planning consultant), anelson@srd.ca (Manger Parks & Planning at SRD), copy to Jim jimabram@xplornet.ca.  

Your SNCA Board 2019 – 2020 

Sheila Hollanders, Chair 

Steve Barnes 

Rosie Steeves 

Jim Mallis 

Ginny Vassal, Secretary-Treasurer 
 
Kathy Barnes has kindly agreed to stay on as Editor, Surge Currents. Thank you Kathy! 
 
A big thank you to our outgoing directors, Kathy Barnes and Mike Rockwell. Your service to this community 

is truly appreciated. 
 

On behalf of the SNCA board,  Ginny 

 

TOTAL Needed 

$150,000 

 

 

Raised 

$57,500 by Sept. 

30th 
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Bridge Dedication, October 19th 
  

Jim Dyck and the Moss family invite you to help us dedicate 

the newly installed viewing bridge over the salmon creek at 

the Surge Narrows Fish & Forest Reserve. 

The bridge is a gift to the community from Jim Dyck, in 

memory of his dear friend Mary Anne Moss. Many thanks 

to SNCA and the volunteers who came forward to help 

make this happen! 

  

We’ll meet at 1pm, Saturday October 19th at the bridge, 

which is located over Bird Cove Creek, just past the Maple 

Triangle. Parking at the Maple Triangle & along the road as 

available. For people who need a ride from Surge, there will 

be a shuttle from 12:20 to 12:45, leaving from the school 

parking area. 

 

We ask that guests be respectful of the sensitive ecosystem and to stay on the trail and bridge only. 

  

The dedication will be followed by tea and cake at the Bunkhouse from 2pm until 4pm. Please join us as we share 

memories of Mary Anne.  

UPDATE FROM VISIONING/COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP 
 

We have put together a draft summary of the August 3 community planning event and are currently working on ana-

lyzing it and determining the most efficient and effective next steps with respect to planning the next event.  At the 

same time we are keeping in mind the Regional District's upcoming Integrated Community Sustainability Plan , the 

professionally facilitated process to develop our OCP and updating our zoning bylaws.  We are looking forward to 

learning more about these formal processes and how all the community feedback received so far can feed into them.   

 

We feel that these formal processes are providing us a great opportunity to really flesh out and incorporate all our ide-

as so far and get a solid vision for the future of our outer island.  This is important, especially in these current times as 

we face a climate crisis, it's critical we consider and plan for the future as a community.  Developing these new plans 

is a great opportunity for us to plan for climate change and help mitigate its impacts. 

 

At this point we are thinking the next event will happen in November, unless the SRD formal processes start up by 

then.  In any case, we will keep you updated and as always please let us know if you have any questions or would like 

to get involved. 

 

Sheila (fashedo@hotmail) 

Jorge (sheerpoint@gmail.com) 

Lise (lisebatcheller@shaw.ca) 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SOCIAL PROFIT FORUM ON CORTES ISLAND by Sheila Hollanders 
 

I had the pleasure attending this meeting Cortes on September 28th.  Cortes' Regional Director Noba Anderson invit-

ed me to come and learn about what the various non-profits and charities on Cortes are up to, and to find ways that 

the Surge Narrows Community can benefit from developing a relationship with them.  
 
This was the first meeting of its kind on Cortes; the first time all 50 or so not for profit groups met in one room.  The 

main purpose of the all-day meeting was to gain perspective on what each group is doing within the greater context of 

global challenges like climate change, and to learn how the different groups could collaborate and work together 

moving forward.  Noba explained how it will be critical that communities build resilience and connect as organiza-

tions to solve and mitigate the coming challenges brought on by the climate crisis.  Moreover, she highlighted how 

important that we also weave a bigger picture idea of resilience, and how to connect regionally, and how solutions 

must involve First Nations is a respectful, meaningful way. 
 
The day was hosted by the Cortes Foundation, which is an all-encompassing organization whose goal is to act as an 

umbrella organization that will build an endowment fund and act as a conduit for fundraising efforts.  Like the Van-

couver and Victoria Foundations, the Cortes Foundation will support the community through funding community 

groups and projects and will act as a conduit to funnel money.  It will act as a trustworthy organization to donate to 

and aims to supplement local fundraising with directed funds and scholarships. 
 
After a delicious lunch (including stir-fried seaweed!) locally sourced and prepared, we 

broke down into five groups to discuss more pointed questions: 

1)  What kind of infrastructure does Cortes need moving forward? 

2) How can groups collaborate? 

3) How can we build resiliency? 

4) How can we respond to global challenges? 

5) How can we engage youth? 
 
My group discussed the collaboration question, and it was exciting to discuss the differ-

ent opportunities that exist.  We explored how different non-profits could share program 

and content planning, how fundraising and lobbying efforts could be combined, and how 

partnerships between organizations can make specific projects more successful.  Anoth-

er area for collaboration and sharing was training.  There's so much to be learned, in 

terms of developing Board members’ skills as well as cultural competency training.   
 
After the group discussions each group reported to the larger group.  All the ideas will 

be put together into a digital report and the organizing group will put together a list of all 

the organizations attending as well as their contact information. 
 
As I left the meeting and boated home back to Read, I felt super uplifted and excited!  There are so many knowledge-

able folks on Cortes who are working on so many great projects that we could learn from and collaborate with!  At 

the same time though I felt overwhelmed, that here in our small Surge Narrows Community, of less than 200 people, 

we are essentially trying to do through one organization (SNCA) what these 1000 people are doing through 50 or so 

non-profits!  
 
On the one hand kudos to our community for doing so so so much!  But at the same time, let's not reinvent the wheel 

and let's learn from what our neighbours on Cortes are doing and see how collaboration can benefit us.  I feel strongly 

that we could learn from the Cortes Seniors Society, Cortes Community Health Society, Recycle Center, Cortes 

Housing Initiative (currently building an exciting community housing project), Cortes Co-op, Friends of Cortes Island 

Society, and many many more! 
 
If anyone has any questions about the meeting on Cortes or has further ideas on collaboration with other groups, 

please let me know. 

 

Sheila Hollanders fashedo@hotmail.com 

 

Sheila says this is a photo of her 

being excited to be at the meet-

ing. Go Sheila! 

mailto:fashedo@hotmail.com


 
*Seasonal Residents are here anywhere from a few weeks to six months per year 

**Of this total 2 are women 

***There are a number of other seasonal landowners on Sonora but they are elderly and rarely visit
              September 2019 

Island Full-Time Residents Seasonal Residents* 

  

Read Seniors (with partners) 26 Seniors (with partners) 22 

  Seniors (single) 15 Seniors (single) 5 

  Adults (under 65) 35 Adults (under 65) 26 

  Children (18 & under) 10 Children (18 & under) 4 

Sub-total   86   57 

  

Maurelle Seniors (with partners) 5 Seniors (with partners) 10 

  Seniors (single) 1 Seniors (single) 6 

  Adults (under 65) 3 Adults (under 65) 9 

  Children (18 & under) 2 Children (18 & under) 4 

Sub-total   11   29 

  

Sonora*** Seniors (with partners) 4 Seniors (with partners) 2 

  Seniors (single) 8 Seniors (single) 0 

  Adults (under 65) 11 Adults (under 65) 0 

  Children (18 & under) 7 Children (18 & under) 0 

Sub-total   30   2 

  

Rendezvous Seniors (with partners) 0 Seniors (with partners) 3 

  Seniors (single) 2 Seniors (single) 0 

  Adults (under 65) 2 Adults (under 65) 12 

  Children (18 & under) 0 Children (18 & under) 0 

Sub-total   4   15 

    

Sturt   0 Adults (under 65) 2 

  

All Outer 

Islands 

Seniors (with part-

ners) 
35 

Seniors (with partners) 
37 

Seniors (single) **26 Seniors (single) 11 

Adults (under 65) 51 Adults (under 65) 49 

Children (18 & under) 19 Children (18 & under) 8 

TOTAL   131   105 

Informal Census of the Outer Islands prepared by Sally Davis with help from Judith Wright 



Regional Director’s Report - September 23, 2019 
 

I am preparing to leave for the Union of BC Municipalities meeting but wanted to at least touch on a few topics before I 

go. So this will be short! (Honest!) 
 
IPP’s / Bute and Toba Inlet 
 
I have meetings with the Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources and the Attorney General while at UBCM to try and 

drive home the point that these projects are not acceptable. I have briefing notes and background information that I have 

prepared for both of them. I am confident that these meetings will be positive and productive and hopefully will put an 

end to the projects. 
 
Many of us that have been involved in writing letters to Government have received a reply from our MLA, Claire, sug-

gesting that this project is not going anywhere, without actually saying that. She can’t say it at this point. I respect that 

and accept it as going in the right direction as a Government. Please do not let up on the pressure. Refer to earlier post-

ings in the DI that have the info that you need if you decide to write. It is all there. 
 
Ad Hoc Transportation survey 
 
This survey came out of a Cortes community group that is looking at the issue. It is also looking at trying to replace the 

“bus” connection between Heriot Bay and Quathiaski Cove ferry. A student is doing a survey (which I have not seen) to 

assess some of the needs on Quadra. While I commend this effort, I have been told by others that it is shortsighted and 

ignores the needs of seniors and other groups. They are not mentioned. I would prefer to see a proper, comprehensive 

study done that would have some validity at other levels of Government. Previous attempts at providing a bus service on 

Quadra have been unsuccessful due to costs and lack of users. I am not sure that anything has changed significantly that 

would produce a different result, but I am willing to explore options. 
 
Connected Coast Initiative 
 
I know you have all seen articles about Telus buying up Gulf Island Cable. You would also have seen that we (SRD) 

have a major project underway to connect the entire coast to very high speed internet.  
 
I am in conversation with the highest levels of Telus at this time to discuss insurance that we will be served as we were 

planning under our SRD project. Those conversations are taking place and continuing the first week of October and I am 

including our SRD project manager in the discussions. We will also be meeting with the Ministers and agencies respon-

sible for connecting communities while at UBCM. I am confident that our efforts will be productive and insure service 

to all of our area. 
 
Telus reception 
 
I continue to have ongoing conversations with the managers and the staff at Telus about degradation of our cell service 

on the island. I speak with the techs every few days to be brought up to speed on their progress in addressing the issue. 

They have found some anomalies and they have increased the power to the system. I have noticed a slight improvement 

in my area but invite others to keep me informed of their current experience. Is it any better than a few weeks ago, or the 

same or worse? 

 

Surge Narrows AGM 
 
I attended a full day at Surge Narrows on Read Island last Friday and we had a wonderful exchange. In addition to the 

usual AGM type of business we discussed all of the improvements that have been in the works over the past couple of 

years and all of the still needed work. We also went over the Rural Land Use Bylaw revisions that will be part of the In-

tegrated Community Sustainability Planning (ICSP) process. We still have an incredible amount of work to do, but at 

least it has begun. More to follow. 
 
We Wai Kai First Nation Signing of Incremental Treaty Agreement (ITA) 
 

Yesterday I had the honour of attending the ceremony surrounding the signing of the ITA along with the Chief and 

elders of the Cape Mudge Band and We Wai Kai people, the Minister for Indigenous Affairs and our MLA and Minister, 

Claire Trevena. It was held at Tsa Kwa Luten Lodge and included speeches, drumming, dancing , singing and a lunch-

eon. The agreement itself is a step towards a future Treaty. It allows for certain actions to take place in this incredibly 

slow process that will allow the Band to conduct some economic activity in the lands that they have identified in  



the process as of interest to them. It is a tract of land 7600 acres in size near the Upper Campbell Lake. It will be used 

for forestry purposes. I was very impressed with the entire ceremony. I am the SRD Treaty Advisory Committee ap-

pointee and will be included in future talks as part of the process. 
 
Cannabis retail application 
 
I only mention this because the SRD planners are in receipt of an application for a retail outlet on Quadra and the is-

sue of creating bylaws for sale of cannabis was referred, by me, to the ICSP process. So, we have not had the discus-

sion in the community yet and the planners and I are confused as to how we can proceed to process an application for 

a rezoning when there is no bylaw at this point. This was supposed to be discussed in detail at the upcoming commu-

nity discussions. I am sure the planners will come back to me with a solution. (I hope!). I’ll keep you updated as I 

hear more. 
 
Quadra Island Medical Clinic AGM 
 
This meeting is to be held on October 8th and since we went to so much trouble to keep this clinic alive, I sincerely 

hope that many people will attend to hear how the clinic is doing and where it is heading.  
 
I was only able to secure 14 months of Island Health funding and other concessions when the clinic was getting ready 

to close. The committee that was struck fought hard to keep the clinic and the services available to the public and our 

MLA joined us. It will be interesting to see where we will go now as the funding comes to an end in a few months. 

Please attend if you can. 

UBCM Annual Convention 
 
As I mentioned at the beginning, I will be attending the UBCM on your behalf from Monday the 23rd through Friday 

the 27th. All of my time is booked with general meetings and with specific Ministers and their staff. It is going to be 

a whirlwind week in which I am hoping to accomplish many things and bring home new ideas for our area. I’ll have 

more to say next issue after the fact.  
 
So, that was my short report!  Feel free to contact me between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm, Monday through 

Friday (please, not on weekends or holidays, folks!) at 285-3355, or you can fax me at 285-3533 or you can email 

me anytime at  jimabram@xplornet.ca  or by mail at Box 278 in the Cove, V0P 1N0… You can read occasional up-

dates on issues that I will post on Facebook at  https://www.facebook.com/JimAbram, but please do not use this me-

dium as a way to communicate regarding SRD business. If it is important, my cell is 250-830-8005… Lots of choic-

es.   
 
Please do not use my residential phone number for SRD calls. All business calls should be on 285-3355. Many 

thanks!  
Emails and phone messages received over the weekend or on holidays will (hopefully!) be returned promptly on the 

next regular work day. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Jim Abram, Director, Discovery Islands-Mainland inlets, Area C, SRD 

………………………….. 

Editor’s note: 

I have deleted one item (Seascape application for Crown Tenure on water). It can be found online in the DI. KB 

mailto:imabram@xplornet.ca
https://www.facebook.com/JimAbram
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 THE NORTH ISLAND’S LARGEST 

MARINE STORE AND BOATYARD 

Discovery Harbour Shopping Centre and Marina, Campbell River, BC 

Tel: 250-286-1011 / Toll Free: 1-800-663-2994 / www.oceanpacificmarine.com 

110-Ton Travelift 

ABYC Certified Marine Technicians 

ABYC Electricians 

CWB Welders 

Qualified Fiberglass  

Cummins Marine Technicians 

        Painting and Detailing 

Shipwrights & Fine Wood Workers 

2 – 40X80 Sheds, 1-60x80 Shed 

Emergency Services Available  

 

Wherever you are, at sea, on land, the rescueME PLB1 provides the reassurance that global emergency services can 

be alerted by the press of a button. 

rescueME PLB1 works with the only officially recognised worldwide dedicated search and rescue satellite network 

(operated by Cospas Sarsat). As this is funded by governments there are NO CHARGES to use this service. 

When activated the rescueME PLB1 transmits your position and your ID to a Rescue Coordination Center via satel-

lite link. Rescue services nearest to your are promptly notified of your emergency and regularly advised of your cur-

rent location to assist prompt rescue. 

 

Regular Price                                                                             

$356.02                  

Sale Price 

$324.99 

In Stock Only 

 

Kevin Bates 

Store Manager 

Ocean Pacific Marine Store & Boatyard 

P: 250.286.1011 | TF: 1.800.663.2294 EXT 315 | Fax: 250.286.6254 
kevinb@oceanpacificmarine.com | www.oceanpacificmarine.com 

PLB1, the World's smallest PLB 

 

Waterproof to 15 m 

 

No subscription 

Link via satellite to 

Emergency Services 

High intensity 

(1 candela) strobe 

 

Fast accurate positioning 

Easily deployed  

antenna 

 

30% smaller 

 

7 year battery life 

Homing Beacon to aid 

final location by Search 

and Rescue craft 

mailto:kevinb@oceanpacificmarine.com
http://www.oceanpacificmarine.com/


Surge Currents is published as a communication tool for the local community but the content of the newsletter 

does not represent the opinions or position of the Surge Narrows Community Association, unless specifically 

stated or unless an article is signed by the Board of Directors.  Back issues are available. Annual subscription 

to Surge Currents is free to residents/property owners and “Friends of Surge Narrows”. For non-residents, the 

annual rate is $10.00 for email delivery. Subscription with delivery of printed copies via Canada Post is $25.00, 

or $30.00 to a U.S.A. address    Editor:  ksb.svb@gmail.com    SNCA Directors: Sheila Hollanders (Chairman), 

Ginny Vassal (Secretary-Treasurer), Steve Barnes, Jim Mallis, Rosie Steeves 

Paid up SNCA members (47) for this year October 2019 to September 2020 are: Heather Ballard, Kathy & Steve 

Barnes, Roger Beriault, Merlin Blixhavn, David Cox, Pat & Derek D’Altroy, Sally Davies, Brenda Dempsey, Mary 

Caroline & John Hart, Ben Hollanders, Sheila Hollanders, Shawnai & Tom Hollanders, Violine Hollanders, Donna & 

Bruce Keeling, Renate Kviet, Charmaine & Jim Mallis, Rachel & Roger Mattice, Kathy & Dwayne McLean, Johanna 

Paradis, Zephyr Polk, Kiersten & Ashley Riley, Mike Rockwell, Rocky Royko, Reiko Seviengy, Rosie & Bob 

Steeves, Roberta Stevenson, Mark Stubley, Josh Sutherland, Leah Szostak, Tina Thomson, Anne Tonkin, Ginny Vas-

sal, Shauny & Rand Volk, Coady Webb, Laurie & Rob Wood 

 

Your 2019-2020 membership fees are now due. Thank you to our 2019-2020 members. 

 

SNCA membership is $10.00 annually, and covers from AGM to AGM: Surge Narrows Community Associa-

tion, P.O. Box 52, Surge Narrows V0P 1W0. Donations for general expenses, or as you designate for ourpro-

jects, are also gratefully received at this address and official tax receipts can be issued upon request.  Donations 

can be made online by credit card through Canada Helps. Canada Helps charges SNCA a 4% fee.: https://

www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=s74338   

  

 

mailto:surgenarrows@gmail.com
https://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=s74338
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